	
	MASS MEDIA DIGEST

June 7-13, 2014



	SANOFI

	Apteka

Weekly

Circulation: 10,000

June 9, 2014

Vashe Zdorovia

Weekly

Circulation: 4,450

June 13, 2014


	Winners of 5th all-Ukrainian drawing contest among children with diabetes awarded (by Svitlana Shelepko)

On May 30, winners of the 5th all-Ukrainian drawing contest held among children with diabetes were awarded. The contest is initiated by Sanofi Ukraine and supported by the Association of Children’s Endocrinologists of Ukraine. It is a large-scale social project Sanofi has been maintaining for 5 years within its global programme ‘Diabetes. Let’s Help Together”. The contest covers the whole country enabling the children from every corner of it to show themselves. Jean-Paul Scheuer, Director General Sanofi Ukraine and Belarus, is a jury member.  Taking part in the awarding ceremony, he stressed that the project aims to draw public attention to the needs of children with diabetes and make the society aware of the diabetes problem. 

Greetings on occasion of Medical Worker’s Day!

Jean-Paul Scheuer, Director General Sanofi Ukraine and Belarus, is cited as sending his greetings to medical men on the occasion of their professional holiday. Being aware of the problems which medical men are facing in Ukraine, Sanofi considers it its duty to cooperate with the medical community to improve Ukrainians’ health, Jean-Paul Scheuer stresses. According to him, they need not only an access to efficacious and modern medicines but also daily support. Being a socially responsible company, Sanofi has been maintaining numerous programmes in Ukraine to fight diabetes, epilepsy, cancer, cardiovascular disease, orphan diseases. Jean-Paul Scheuer states that the company is proud of its long-term partnership with health care professionals and hopes for wider cooperation in the future for the patient’s benefit. 
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	Farmak Group N.V. became parent company of Farmak Group 

Farmak Group N.V. (the Netherlands) replaced F.I.&P. Holdings Limited (Cyprus) as the parent company of Farmak Group, the 2013 report of Farmak reads. Farmak director general Filia Zhebrivska is the beneficiary of F.I.&P. Holdings Limited. The report reads that restructuring itself, the Group established Farmak Holding B.V. in December 2013 and transformed in into Farmak Group N.V. in February 2014. The same month Farmak and its subsidiaries, Farmak International Holding GmbH and Vital Pharma GmbH became the subsidiaries of Farmak Group N.V. The latter owns 53.1% of Farmak and is the sole owner of Farmak International Holding and Vital Pharma.
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	Ukrainians can survive what kills Germans (by Larysa Serheyeva)

In 2012, 750 reports about side effects of Xarelto by Bayer were given to Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices (Germany). However, the Institute stated that there was no new risk situation. The producer was not concerned about the side-effect reports, including 58 deaths, either. Xarelto is available in Ukraine. It is rather expensive (UAH 600 per 10 pills) and is rarely prescribed. Probably, it is a reason for no reports on Xarelto side effects in Ukraine. Both medical men and the State Expert Centre at the Health Ministry confirm that no negative effects of the drug have been detected. 
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	TV sales of drugs and medical equipment to be banned: Verkhovna Rada passed a corresponding bill

On June 5, the parliament passed amendments to the law of Ukraine “On Advertising” bringing it in line with the European Convention on Transfrontier Television. The amendments defined the notion of TV sales, specified requirements for the ads, TV and radio sponsorship as regards the names of medicines, medical equipment, prevention, diagnosing, treatment and rehabilitation methods. In particular, the document reads that the persons which produce and/or sell the above products are allowed to sponsor TV and radio programmes and have their names and trademarks mentioned, except for prescribed medicines and the medical, prevention, diagnosing, treatment and rehabilitation methods which require specialised knowledge and training. The document also imposes a ban on TV sales of the above products. It will take effect 3 months after publication. 

Is Health Minister provoking “cancer Maidan”?

Commenting on the conflict over the National Cancer Institute, Health Minister Oleg Musiy stated at the end of May that the Institute management were unable to create the proper atmosphere there and had been caught in numerous misuses. In his turn, the Institute director Ihor Shchepotin states the Minister is aiming to suspend the Institute management and it destroying the Institute by putting pressure on it. The Institute has been audited 3 times over the past 3 months and the latest audit commission included the persons who were manifestly negative about the Institute. He warns that the Minister’s activities may trigger a “cancer Maidan” in Ukraine.  

Government dismissed first deputy head of State Administration of Ukraine on Medicinal Products 

The Cabinet has issued order N532-p dated June 4 to dismiss Iryna Demchenko, the first deputy head of State Administration of Ukraine on Medicinal Products. She led the State Administration after its head Oleksiy Soloviov had been dismissed. 

Patients associations urge Health Ministry to announce drug tenders on June 10 at latest 

23 patients organizations have addressed an open letter to Health Minister Oleg Musiy and Deputy Health Minister Ruslan Salyutin. They urged the officials to announce drug tenders on June 10 at the least and accelerate the tender procedures. The associations are alarmed at the fact that no tender has been announced yet as a result of which there are shortages of medicines for cancer, haemophilia, mucoviscidosis, etc. The Ministry promised to announce tenders by the end of May. It planned to purchase UAH 2.2bn medicines under 17 out of 40 national programmes.

New chairman of State Administration of Ukraine on Medicinal Products argues for transparency of it

Health Minister Oleg Musiy has presented Mykhaylo Pasichnyk, new head of the State Administration of Ukraine on Medicinal Products, to the Administration staff. The Minister expressed a hope for more efficient cooperation between the State Administration and the Ministry, including the State Expert Centre of the Ministry and pharmaceutical division recently established at the Ministry. “Our main goal is to provide for absolutely transparent work and equal opportunities for every market player. Lobbying of interests of any market player is absolutely intolerable,” Mykhaylo Pasichnyk said. The EU integration activities and adaptation of Ukrainian laws to European standards will keep being the State Administration’s priorities, he added. Till now Mykhaylo Pasichnyk was the president of the all-Ukrainian NGO “Pharmacy Professional Association of Ukraine” and the president of Falbi.  
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